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Further Information: If you have any questions please contact the Gig Harbor Planning Division at (253) 851-6170.                           

www.cityofgigharbor.net

SHORELINE ENVIRONMENT DESIGNATIONHistoric Working Waterfront 
What is a shoreline environment designation?
Shoreline environment designations work like a zoning overlay. Each designation has standards for development and 
allowed uses. The purpose of shoreline environment designations is to provide a uniform basis for applying policies and 
regulations within similar environmental conditions.

There are six environment designations for shorelines in Gig Harbor: Natural, Urban Conservancy, Low Intensity, City 
Waterfront, Historic Working Waterfront, and Marine Deepwater.

What is the purpose of the Historic Working Waterfront designation?
The purpose of the Historic Working Waterfront designation is to recognize and preserve two of Gig Harbor’s most notable 
historic industries: commercial fishing and boatbuilding. The area possesses a significant concentration of historic uses 
and structures. This concentration of contiguous netsheds and commercial fishing vessel moorage facilities on either 
side of the historic Eddon Boat Building facility and Eddon Boat Park, have aesthetic, architectural, historical and cultural 
significance that characterize the community’s regional maritime identity. 

What is the required buffer in the Historic 
Working Waterfront designation?
A 25-foot wide vegetation conservation strip buffer measured from the “ordinary high water mark” (OHWM) to protect 
“nearshore” habitat and water quality. In some cases, a larger buffer to protect a critical area might be required. A 10-foot 
building setback from the buffer is required to limit construction impacts. 

Buffers should consist of an undisturbed area of native vegetation. No buildings or structures are allowed in the buffer 
unless specifically permitted by the Shoreline Master Program. Development activities allowed in the buffer are limited to 
water-dependent uses, pedestrian pathways and habitat enhancement projects. If development exists, revegetation may 
be required when the property redevelops.
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Shoreline Vegetation Removal
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Can I remove vegetation on my shoreline designated property?
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Do you own property within the Gig Harbor shoreline jurisdiction? All property located 200 feet landward of the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) is subject to the Gig Harbor Shoreline Master Program. The map to the right is an unofficial representation of these properties. This client assistance memorandum is intended to inform property owners who wish to remove vegetation unrelated to a development permit in the shoreline jurisdiction. 

Vegetation removal unrelated to a development permit is not definitively "development" in the shoreline, unless it:
   
1. Interferes with the normal public use of the surface of the waters, or;
2. Includes "grubbing" or root removal, constituting "grading" of the site, or;
3. Exceeds $7,047 (total cost or fair market value).

Vegetation removal which is considered "development" must be reviewed as part of a Shoreline Substantial Development Permit. No vegetation removal in the shoreline, whether development or not, may cause a net loss of ecological function or process.
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Call before you cut...Planning is happy to help!
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Great question! The City of Gig Harbor and the Washington Department of Ecology each have helpful resources for navigating vegetation removal in the shoreline designation. Please contact the Planning Division for help accessing the following resources, which are all electronically available on our website:
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What resources are available to help me through this process?
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Shoreline Master Program    Gig Harbor Substantial Development Permit and Shoreline Exemption Checklist
No Net Loss of Shoreline Ecological Function Form    Department of Ecology Shoreline Permitting Manual
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Do I need a permit?
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Yes. The City requires a no-cost vegetation removal permit (PL-TREE) to analyze proposals for such work.
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