INDOOR WATER CONSERVATION

Cuidefine 1

Did you kmow. Efficient wazer use can save you
money on water & utility bills, and reduce the costs
for sewer and septic services. Use the following
household tips m the bathroom, kdtchen and lsumdry
Tooin 1o kelp protect the enviromment and save your
family money!

Bathroom

o ¢ Each flush wastes water. Don't uze the
%' toilet as @ wastzbasket,

Check toilets for lezks. TUse food

coloring or 2 leak detection tablet in the

todlet tank. Ifcolor appears in the bowl

without flushing, there iz a leak that

TEqUITES inunadiate stiention.

Fieduce the water level per flush by installing an ultra

lowr-flow toilet or a todlet displacement device. Usea

plastic bodile waighted with pebbles and watar.

Iever use a brick.

“  Check favcess and pipes for leaks. A small
drip can waste 20 or more gallons of water
per day.

Diom't let the bathroom sink run while wetting your
toothbrush, brushing vour testh or when shaving. UTse
a glass of water to rinse or clean your razer in a small
poel of water.

‘n;:
[nstall water-efficient showerheads -
and take shortar showers.

Eitchen

_i‘ Cmly wash dishes when necessary. Tum the
,: i dishwasher on only when it is full.
T'ze both sides of the sink when washing dishes by
hand. T'se one side to wash and the other side to rinse.
Do not wash dishes under 8 nmming fancet.

Install low-flow froomaras, then by and -
install asrators for every faucet in the L

house H

Ezep a bortle or pitcher of drivking water in the
refrizerator. This elinnates letting the tap mn while
watting for the warar to g2t cold

Clean vezetables m a pan of water and
not under a nuping fancet Water usad
to claan vegetablas can also be used 1o
water honseplants,

In-sink garbage dizposal devices use roughly 11.5
gallons of water each day. Trv composting orgamic
wastas mstead of throwing them away.

Laundry
Pre-nus= clothes only when absolutely necessary.

TUse the proper water level, load size i
selection and water remperanre whan i e
washing clothes. Consider installing a

water efficient washing machima,

OUTDOOR WATER CONSERVATION

Guideline 2

Did you fmiow: Efficient water use is critical to a
healthy snd clean environment. Fish trees and
animals depend on wise use of our lonited water

Low or no-water landscaping requires minimal
amounts of warer, fertilizer and pesticides. This can
sxve you monsy and will protect the environment.

Place a 27 to 47 laver of mulch around plants and mees
0 avold eXcess evAparaion

Use native and adapted plants when landscaping vour
vard. Thess plants usually require less care and water.
Considar installing plants that don’t require water

once they are established for some or all of your vard

supplies. Use the following tips to save water (and
money) outdoors

Lawn & Gardan

If vour lawn is healthy, consider letting your lawn go
dormant in the summer. It will o gzreen agam when
The lawn is getting dry when footprings remain after it Tains.

walking on it (see Guideline 3 - Lawn Watering).

" ﬁ' Water in short repeated intervals for Cleaning
- best absorption, aspecially on slopes ar
- comnpacted soils. Prevent water mumoff }{ Use 3 broom to clesn walkways and

from your sprinkler system. drivewsays. Do not use the hose.

Watermg the sidewalk, gutter and

‘ F:-_-.__'_"'h'j'l To Ereiuu:g EVAPOTATion, WAtET the lawn g Street Wastes Watsar.
— 1 in the early moming or evening. i
&_. #  Avoid watermg during the heat of the ’ Clean gutters and downspouts
— day or when it is windy. mavually mstead of hosing them dowmn.
TUse a hose with 3 shut-off nozzla :
Install a trickle or drip brigation system for a slow, along with a bucke: of soapy water
steady supply of water to the plaot roots. (Sea to wash the car

Guideline 7 - Irigation & Landscaping.)

Water only when neaded.
Frequency depends ow plaot and soil
pe

More Information

Washington State Depariment of Health
Office of Drninking Warter
P.O. Box 47828 - Olvmpia, WA 98504-T828
(3600 236-3100 « 1-B00-521-0323
hitpowww . dob.wa goviebp dw.

Water root areas of vour plants to
establish bardiness. (See Guideline
§ - Soul Praparation & Plaoning )




